——e Family:

Scrophulariaceae.

Trellis, Wall and hanging baskets
Plant type: Annual

Height in pot: 50-60 cm (20-24 in.)

Garden height: 300-400 cm (10-13 ft.)

Use:

HEMCENEIS) — RHODOCHITON RHODOS (PURPLE BELL VINE)

Seed count:

3,500 seeds/gram (99,500 seeds/oz)

Seed count varies by variety and seed lot.

Seed form:

Raw. The seeds are graded for high and uniform
germination.

Sowing method:
1-3 seeds plug of directly into final pots is possible.

Germination:

5-10 days at 20-22°C, in media with very low soluble
salt levels and pH: 5.8-6.5. Requires light for germina-
tion. Do not cover seeds. Keep soil slightly moist but not
wet.

Plugs:

From Stage II* reduce the moisture, but the plug should
not dry out. Do not let soluble salt level rise above 0,5
EC. The roots are sensitive high salt levels. Start fertili-
zation at 50 ppm nitrogen in a well-ba-lanced formula.
During Stage Il and Stage |V fertilization levels can be
increased up to 150-200 ppm.

Growing on:

6-8 weeks after sowing transplant 2-3 plant into a pot
(8-15 cm) and 4-5 plants into a container

(3-5 ) or into a hanging basket (25-30 cm). Don't the
set up the plants too close, because the plants grow very
quickly into each other.

Media:

Use a well-drained, growing substrate with 15-30%
clay, 1-1,5 kg/m3 complete balanced fertilizer, 0-3 kg/
m3 slow release fertilizer (3-6 months), iron-chelate,
micronutrients, pH: 5.8-6.5. For container and hang-
ing basket production the application of a slow release
fertilizer is recommended.

Light:

Day length neutral plants. Keep light level high. In win-
ter and early spring additional assimilation light is re-
commended.

Temperatures.

Grow at 20-25°C during daytime and at 10-15°C du-
ring night. Temperatures below 15°C are tolerated for
a short time, but the growth is inhibited. For selling it is
recommended to harden the plants slowly at 12-15°C.
Rhodochiton does not tolerate frost. Wintering in con-
servatory or cold greenhouse at 5-10°C is possible.

Feeding:

Moderate fertilization levels are required. Fertilize the
crop weekly with 150-200 ppm nitrogen (at 0 kg/m3
slow release fertilizer in substrate), using a complete
balanced fertilizer. Avoid high ammonium and high ni-
trogen levels. Prevent magnesium deficiency by apply-
ing magnesium sulphate (0,025%) 1-2 times and in case
of iron deficiency apply iron-chelate for 1-2 times.

Scheduling:
Plug crop: 8-10 weeks; Flowering pots: 13-14 weeks;
Hanging basket: 16-19 weeks.

Advice:

Support the plants with sticks or trellis. Avoid climbing of
the plants on each other during the cultivation. Pinch-
ing the top two weeks after transplanting increases the
quantity of the flowers, because the more new shoots
are developed the better is the flowering.

Hem Genetics cultural information is issued as a guide to growers based on our own trials experience under Northern European conditions.

It is not intended as a blue print for growing. Any chemicals referred to should be used only in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions.
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